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When Deborah and Joel decided they wanted to adopt, everyone assumed they wanted a baby. However, that was not
their plan. “We just wanted to parent. Our hearts were ready,” remembers Deborah.
They decided they wanted to adopt a child under the age of 4. They kept seeing the profiles for Darias and Dyrus,
though, who were 7 and 10 at the time. They talked and prayed about it to see if they were ready, then they met the boys.
“We were all in from the moment we met them. We were learning them and they were learning us. We learned real quick,”
laughs Joel.
Deborah and Joel started out as foster parents. Deborah remembers the first time Darias got sick and a nurse told her to use
whatever children’s medicine was in the house. “Cold medicine, PTA, lunch money, shoe size—people expect you to know
those things about your child, so they look at you like you’re crazy when you don’t know, and you don’t want your kids to be
embarrassed when you explain it. I remember one of Darias’s teachers said he was being defiant because he said he didn’t
know his phone number or address, but he really didn’t know yet!”
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There are many challenges throughout the adoption
journey. “The early years are so important,” says Joel,
“The foundation these kids didn’t get, the instruction,
the routine. Our kids were labeled with diagnoses and we
had to teach them, ‘That’s not who you are!’” In 4th grade,
Darias’s highest goal was telling time. Deborah and Joel
had to intervene and advocate from the very start. “You
have to work with the system in place and supplement
where you can. You can’t fool it. They missed it, so what
have curly hair like you, mom, or be bald like you, dad?”
tools can we give them to help?”
Joel says, “Let’s grow it out and see.” He laughs when
Joel and Deborah adopted Darias and Dyrus on National he remembers a time they were watching the NCAA
Adoption Day in November 2010. As they left the court, tournament and one of the players had the same last
the boys’ Family Case Manager approached them and name as their family. The boys looked at the player and
said, “Would you consider taking a little girl?” They said said, “Well he doesn’t look anything like us.”
they would think about it over the weekend, but they
knew before they even got to the car that Darias and “At some point, we just stopped reminding them
they they’re adopted,” says Joel. “We stopped doing
Dyrus would have a little sister, Lailah.
anniversaries of their adoption because why would they
“I’m so glad we didn’t get what we wanted when we want to remember that?”
wanted it, because the boys prepared us to be ready for
what we originally wanted,” says Deborah “We were 40 Deborah remembers that her boys had a friend who was
when we became parents. I’m so glad we didn’t start from also adopted. When she realized it, she asked the boys
zero. You can communicate with older kids. You can say, why they had never mentioned it. Then it clicked: “People
‘Go to the bathroom. Go to bed.’ You can build a life with don’t go around talking about how they were born, so
it never occurred to them to talk about how they were
them.”
adopted!”
“Don’t underestimate the fact that an older child can do
Lailah is getting to the age
things!,” adds Joel, “They can plug into your life.”
where she asks questions
like, “Why didn’t my
“And you can skip diapers!” says Deborah.
mommy want to keep me?”
“Adoption has changed us,” says Joel, “We are not the Deborah and Joel handle
people who originally filled out all those forms. We the tough questions by
changed our carpet, our walls, our lives; we changed our letting their kids form their
mentality to be, ‘Can you roll with that? Can you deal own answers. “What do
with craziness?’ Because it will always show up! I’d do it you think?” they ask. “She
must’ve known you wanted
all over again, though.”
a little girl,” says Lailah.
The boys no longer ask questions about their biological
parents. Their questions these days are, “Am I going to
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